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MOVING TOWARDS
TITLE REGISTRATION
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BRI BGEM MOVING TOWARDS TITLE REGISTRATION

LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

The present land registration system in Hong Kong is
a deeds registration system operating under the Land
Registration Ordinance (Cap. 128) (LRO), which governs
the priority of registered instruments in the land register
but gives no guarantee of title to land.

After the enactment of the Land Titles Ordinance
(Cap. 585) (LTO) in 2004 (not yet in operation), which
provides for the legislative framework for implementing
the Title Registration System (TRS) in Hong Kong, the
LTO Steering Committee (LTOSC) and the LTO Review
Committee (LTORC), comprising representatives of key
stakeholders, were set up to steer and carry out the
review of the LTO before its commencement, and propose
amendments to the LTO if necessary, so as to ensure its
smooth implementation. The Title Registration Education
Committee (TREC) was also set up to steer and oversee
the planning and implementation of publicity and
professional education programmes to pave way for the
introduction of title registration. The membership lists of
the LTOSC, LTORC and TREC are at Annexes Il (d), (e) and (f)
respectively.

Given that consensus on the mechanism for converting
existing land under the LRO to registered land under the
LTO had yet to be reached among key stakeholders, in
order not to delay the implementation of the TRS, the
Government subsequently proposed to implement the
new registration system on newly granted land first (“new
land first” proposal). Key stakeholders and members of
the Legislative Council (LegCo) supported this approach.
Generally speaking, the “new land first” proposal
covers land granted by the Government on or after the
commencement date of the LTO. Implementation of the
proposal will allow the Government and key stakeholders
to further deliberate the mechanism for conversion of
existing land in the light of operational experience gained
in implementing the TRS on new land.
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS AND UPDATES

The year 2025/26 marked a significant milestone for
the Land Registry (LR). After detailed scrutiny and
discussion by the LegCo, the Registration of Titles and
Land (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2025 (Bill), which
proposes amendments to the LTO enacted in 2004 having
regard to the views of key stakeholders, was passed in
September 2025. The passage of the Bill is the fruit
of continuous engagement of key stakeholders by the
LR and represents a major step forward in modernising
Hong Kong's land registration system. The new system is
expected to be launched in the first half of 2027.
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Since then, the LR has embarked on a number of
preparatory works for the implementation of the TRS on
new land, including drafting of legislative proposals for
new subsidiary legislation, developing a new IT system with
an online platform for electronic lodgement of applications
for registration, and planning publicity and educational
activities for the general public and industry practitioners.

The LR has also continued to engage key stakeholders and
industry practitioners on the implementation details. A
luncheon meeting of the LTOSC was held in October 2025
to update key stakeholders on the latest developments
and implementation plan. Several briefing sessions were
given to the Property Committee of the Law Society of
Hong Kong on the proposed registration workflow and
application forms to be adopted under the new system.
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A luncheon meeting of the
LTO Steering Committee

FHE T EMAEZESE THE LAND REGISTRY TRADING FUND HONG KONG



F2025F12B E2026F28 #i8 - &
11352 45 E 17k ) & U & Ak 57 a9 12 3)I]
ER HT2026FE8BTHHEER
22N E AZEAERAEERNE
WHHBEDITE -HEZRsEL
TEEEFERERBHABEINE
W F2027FE L ¥ FEEH LML HE
WAGEM S ERILISNA -
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The training requirements of industry practitioners were
collected through sector-specified questionnaires between
December 2025 and February 2026. Members of the TREC
were briefed on the survey results and the proposed plan
of educational activities at the meeting held in May 2026.
TREC endorsed the proposal to launch the educational
activities starting from the end of 2026, around six months
prior to the implementation of the TRS on new land in the
first half of 2027.
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Meeting with members of the
Title Registration Education Committee
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Regarding the conversion of existing land to the TRS, the
LR has kick-started internal research to assess the scope
and types of title problems in the existing three million
land registers by conducting sample screening to facilitate
the formulation of feasible conversion proposals. In
parallel, effort is being made to explore the application of
Artificial Intelligence in title screening of the land registers
through a proof-of-concept study. The Government has
shared the preliminary findings of the screening exercises
and the initial views on conversion proposals with the
LegCo Panel on Development in July 2026. It is expected
that the experience gained after the implementation of the
TRS on new land will facilitate various parties in reaching
a consensus on the conversion mechanism. The LR aims
to formulate a conversion proposal for discussion with
stakeholders after implementation of the TRS on new
land, with a view to expanding the system to existing land
progressively.
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