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B AN AT AR MOVING TOWARDS TITLE REGISTRATION

The present land registration system in Hong Kong is
a deeds registration system operating under the Land
Registration Ordinance (Cap. 128), which governs the
priority of registered instruments in the land register
but gives no guarantee of title to land. The Land Titles
Ordinance (Cap. 585) (LTO) was passed in 2004 to
implement a title registration system (TRS) to provide
greater certainty of title to land and simplify conveyancing
procedures. At the request of the Legislative Council, the
Government undertook to conduct a comprehensive review
of the LTO in consultation with key stakeholders before its
commencement.

After the enactment of the LTO, the LTO Steering
Committee (LTOSC) and the LTO Review Committee
(LTORC), comprising representatives of key stakeholders,
were set up to steer and carry out the review of the LTO.
The membership lists of the LTOSC and LTORC are at
Annexes Il (d) and (e) respectively.

While consensus on the mechanism for converting
existing land to registered land under the TRS has yet
to be reached, key stakeholders have expressed support
for the proposal to implement the TRS on newly granted
land first (“new land first” proposal). Implementation
of this proposal will facilitate the Government and key
stakeholders to further deliberate on the mechanism for
conversion of existing land at a later stage, in the light of
operational experience gained and the public confidence
built.
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EIF L ARiT] AET R QlRE Implementing the LTO under the “new land first” proposal
7y 2ETHEKE2021EmMBREHNE is one of the new initiatives in the Chief Executive’s 2021
m—InFfEme =N H1EIZE1TS Policy Address. During the year, we continued to work
W ERXENPEAIR REFHIERE closely with key stakeholders to pursue the “new land
[FhtHET ] FREFTEFMHELRR first” proposal in order to enable early implementation
B1F UWHREEZE B L i VAT M of the TRS in Hong Kong, through means of meeting,
HIE -F2021FENAETHNBEERA circulation of papers and by correspondence. At the
2N E TEFHEBREM LN meeting of the LTOSC held in December 2021, key
B NEITRALEENNEST stakeholders agreed to proceed with the preparation work
E-RINSEMRTITHNRTHADS for the legislative proposals for amending the LTO. We
TEEMmEHTER LPAREME will continue engagement with key stakeholders regarding
W[ £ cdT ] HEMNEZEGETT the remaining implementation issues and aim to consult
EEIERHR - the Legislative Council early on the major legislative
amendments to implement the “new land first” proposal.
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Separately, led by the Land Registrar, we participated in
an international conference, i.e. the 48th Registrars of
Title Conference hosted by Landgate of Western Australia
and held in November 2021 through a video conferencing
platform to keep abreast of the latest developments in title
registration and learn overseas jurisdictions’ experience
in operating title registration. Invaluable experience
was gained from overseas land registries over electronic
lodgement (e-lodgement) as the leading means of lodging
applications for registration in the event of emergency
situations leading to closure of the registries’ offices such
as the COVID-19 pandemic. This provided solid experience
for us in the future development of e-lodgement in Hong
Kong.
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