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AWAGEAM TITLE REGISTRATION

RECENT DEVELOPMENT

Stakeholder Consultation on “New Land
First” Proposal and Proposed Amendments
to the Land Titles Ordinance (Cap. 585)
(LTO)

During the year, we continued to work closely with
key stakeholders to pursue the “new land first”
proposal in order to enable early implementation of
the Title Registration System (TRS) in Hong Kong.
Given the COVID-19 pandemic, the consultation
and discussions with the key stakeholders were
mainly conducted through circulation of discussion/
information papers and by correspondence. We also
had on-going discussion with the Law Society of Hong
Kong on the verification requirements for applications
and indemnity arrangements under the LTO by
correspondence. An information paper Land Titles
Ordinance Steering Committee (LTOSC) Paper No. 21
was circulated to members of the LTOSC to update
them on the progress of the major outstanding issues
as at December 2020.
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On the issuance of title certificates under the LTO,
we had further consulted the LTOSC. Having
considered the views of the LTOSC members and
with reference to overseas experience, we had, by
LTOSC Paper No. 20, informed LTOSC members that
we had no objection to adopting mandatory issuance
of title certificates to property owners under the
LTO. Members of the Land Titles Ordinance Review
Committee (LTORC) had also been updated on this
matter.

We will continue to engage key stakeholders in
discussion on the main outstanding issues with a view
to forging consensus on the issues for implementation
of the “new land first” proposal.

The membership lists of the LTOSC and LTORC are at
Annexes Il (d) and (e) respectively.

Review of LTO and Preparation of Land
Titles (Amendment) Bill (LT(A)B)

The TRS is inherently complicated as it involves
complex legal issues and carries significant
implications. Legal and other technical issues in the

LTO that have been identified are being reviewed.
Preparation of the legislative work for the introduction
of the LT(A)B is in progress.
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AWAGEAM TITLE REGISTRATION

FUTURE PLAN

We will continue our engagement with key
stakeholders and relevant Government departments
to address any issues relating to the “new land
first” proposal and finalise the proposed pertinent
amendments to the LTO for early implementation
of the TRS in Hong Kong. We will also continue
to work closely with key stakeholders to resolve
the outstanding issues regarding the mechanism of
converting existing land and properties to the TRS.

Further, we note from the 47th Registrars of Title
Conference 2020 that the COVID-19 pandemic has
posed challenges and impacted operations of different
overseas jurisdictions due to closure of offices,
social distancing measures and remote working
environment. Our proposal to introduce electronic
lodgement (e-lodgement) as an additional channel for
lodgement of applications for registration under the
LTO as endorsed by the LTOSC may provide a practical
means of maintaining our lodgement service in similar
situations in the future. We will make reference to
experience of overseas land registries and explore
the technologies and designs for the development
of the detailed system requirements and operational
procedures for the e-lodgement and title registration
services.
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